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Flowing over 500 miles with a watershed covering 
two-thirds of the state, Indiana’s River, the Wabash, 
has been carving its path across the state since the 
retreat of the last ice age, connecting our past with the 
present, while leading us into the future.  The variety of 
geologic formations, virgin forests, river bottom bedrock, 
shoals, barrens, floodplains, fens, prairies, limestone 
bluffs and sandstone canyons have broad appeal to 
nature enthusiasts, tourists, bikers, runners, walkers, 
and paddlers, out to enjoy nature-based recreation. 
Situated along its sinuous tree lined corridor and larger 
watershed, these features could be viewed as Indiana’s 
greatest continuous natural resource amenity, one 
worthy of linear State Park designation. 

Regional partnerships have brought numerous 
environmental stewardship projects to the river corridor, 
from native plant restorations, reforestations, and water 
quality improvements to expanded Wabash River wildlife 
habitats, both aquatic and land based. These projects are 
varied and impactful: river town waste water treatment 
facility upgrades; combined sewer separation projects; 
and habitat restoration projects recreating prairie, 
wetland, and forest plant communities. Together, these 
projects have been transformational as Wabash River 
health has improved dramatically in recent decades.  
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Since 2004, the Wabash River Enhancement Corporation (WREC) has implemented water quality and environ-
mental stewardship projects exceeding $2.5 million. Working with regional partners, WREC’s leadership has 
spearheaded water quality projects in Greater Lafayette and within counties up and down the river corridor.  
The Wabash River Greenway will expand WREC’s natural resource preservation and restoration efforts through 
this transformational project, while also bringing nationally recognized quality of life and quality of place ame-
nities to the region. 

This newsletter highlights the work of Niches Land Trust, one of WREC’s strategic regional partners. The Trust 
works to preserve, maintain, and restore Indiana’s natural treasures along the Wabash River and within its wa-
tershed. Their mission focuses on water quality, habitat restoration, environmental stewardship and connecting 
people with nature.  Read on- to learn about a few of these varied and inspiring natural resources.

UNIQUE HIGHLIGHTS

Warren County –   Black Rock presents 
an inspiring Mansfield sandstone outcrop 
towering 100 feet above the Wabash, showcasing 
rare sandstone and siltstone barrens.  The rock’s 
dark appearance is the result of manganese and 
iron oxides. Tree growth is limited by shallow 
acid soils and a southern exposure. Native 
huckleberries, foxglove and goats rue thrive under 
a tree canopy dominated by white oaks.

Tippecanoe County  –  The Granville 
Sand Barrens/Roy Whistler Wildlife Area is near 
the Granville Bridge river crossing.  Wind-blown 
sand overtopping the rich glacial outwash of the 
Wea Plains creates a rare substrate supporting 
diverse biology. Here fringed and hairy puccoons, 
forked blue curls and golden aster thrive. 
Creatures calling this place home include ornate 
box turtles, lark sparrows, yellow breasted chats, 
orchard orioles to six-lined racerunners. The north 
end sports habitat for the rare plains leopard 
frog and a floodplain slough, an environmental 
stewardship reforestation.

Fountain County  –   The Cates-Clawson Reserve restores the Pecan Basin, 155acres with nearly 
½ mile of riverfront. A 2001 NICHES reforestation at this location replaced corn and bean agriculture. This plot 
provides a native species buffer to improve water quality and wildlife habitat. Nature enthusiasts will enjoy a 
large floodwaters sand deposit here, which is home to sand loving flora, including horsemint, used then and 
now to treat digestive issues- connecting our past to the present.

Black Rock, Warren County | Niches Land Trust
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WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU!
Please take this brief community survey focused on the natural resources within and around the Greenway.

JOIN US FOR A PUBLIC WORKSHOP!
Have more to say about the Greenway than is captured in the survey? Join us for a public workshop to voice 

your opinion and engage in planning activities.  Your input is valuable to us, keep an eye out for more detail in 
the next newsletter!  

CONTACT: Stanton Lambert, Executive Director, Wabash River Enhancement Corporation
📞  765.420.8505    |   SEND  slambert@wabashriver.net

TAKE THE SURVEY!

Carrol County –   The Weaver Family 
Nature Preserve is home to one of Indiana’s 
largest heron rookeries and often hosts families 
of eagles. Surrounded by the flowing waters of 
the Wabash, the island was NICHES first land 
acquisition for conservation purposes in 1996.

Cass County  –  France Park’s limestone 
bluffs towering over the beach at Kenneth  
Quarry Lake, and the limestone waterfall cascade 
at France Park feature the bedrock for which 
Indiana is known.  This county park of over 750 
acres includes scenic trails, forested areas, 
a naturally occurring waterfall, a crystal-clear 
swimming lake with picturesque cliffs, quiet 
fishing areas and camping

From Logansport to Covington, the Wabash River Greenway will be woven into the West Central Indiana 
landscape as a transformational destination recreation corridor providing public access to the myriad of 

natural resources, features and environs created over time by the mighty waters of Indiana’s River.

Weaver Family Nature Reserve, Carroll County | BusinessYab

France Park, Cass County | Brandon Schreeg

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/PNZCM92

