














State of Indiana Senate
Senator Brian Buchanan
Indiana State Senate
200 West Washington Street
Indianapolis, IN 46204
State House: (800) 382-9467
State House: (317) 234-9441
E-mail:  S7@iga.in.gov

Committees:
Tax and Fiscal Policy (RM)

Agriculture
Education and Career Development

Natural Resources

Secretary Pete Buttigieg
US Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue SE
Washington, DC 200590                                                                                                            April 4, 2022 

Re: RAISE Grant Application: Phase Two of the Wabash River Greenway – The North River Road/North     
       9th Street Road Active Transportation System Loop Development Project.

Dear Secretary Buttigieg,

I am writing in enthusiastic support for the Wabash River Enhancement Corporation (WREC) FY2022 
RAISE Grant Application for constructing Phase Two of the Wabash River Greenway – The North River 
Road/North 9th Street Road Active Transportation System Loop.

WREC was formed in 2005 by three local governments (Cities of Lafayette, West Lafayette, and 
Tippecanoe County), and Purdue University to serve as the point agency for planning and implementing 
enhancement of the Wabash River Corridor in Tippecanoe County, with a long range mission to enhance 
the corridor in a five county region consisting of Fountain, Warren, Tippecanoe, Carroll, and Cass 
counties. WREC initially focused its corridor enhancement efforts on the 30 miles of the Wabash River 
flowing through Tippecanoe County completing comprehensive planning, acquiring strategic properties, 
conducting environmental assessment/remediation, working on improving Wabash River water quality 
through its stellar watershed program, and initiating the development phase with its first local riverfront 
project – construction of a raised walkway the Riverside Promenade in 2020. 

WREC has transitioned into its long range mission with the completion of the regional Wabash River 
Greenway (WRG) Corridor Master Plan which develops a 253 mile multi-modal active transportation 
system in the 90 mile river corridor extending through WREC’s five county mission area. WREC has 
worked with its regional partners to fund Phase 1 of the WRG through a State of Indiana regional 
economic development program – READI. Phase 1 consists of construction of five pilot projects, one in 
each greenway county respectively.

The RAISE Project, if funded, will construct Phase 2 of the WRG, the 8+ mile, North River 
Road/North 9th Street Road Active Transportation System Loop, the first substantial section of the 
Greenway to be built. The Raise Project constructs active transportation infrastructure in an area 



completely devoid of it, and most importantly, connects it to the Lafayette and West Lafayette active 
transportation systems and associated residential, commercial and job centers. The Raise Project 
connects Lafayette, West Lafayette, and Purdue University to each other, the Wabash River Greenway, 
three city parks, four county parks, and Prophetstown State Park. Currently a safe active transportation 
route to Prophetstown State Park and the four county parks does not exist, and these popular destinations 
sites are only accessible by automobile.  

The RAISE Project also builds on, and brings online projects stemming from the strong, innovative 
partnerships WREC has already fostered with state and local governments which have resulted in: 

-  A completed (2019) INDOT US 52/Wabash River Bridge Replacement Project –WREC Plans were 
incorporated into the INDOT plan to include a protected bike lane in the project. The RAISE Project      
will connect to this facility.

-  A funded, in-design County/INDOT N 9th Street Road /Wabash River Bridge Deck Replacement 
Project incorporates WREC plans for a protected Bike lane. The RAISE Project will connect to this 
facility.

- Four Wabash River Greenway Master Plan Pilot Projects were incorporated into the funded, Greater 
Lafayette regional READI development plan. READI is an Indiana State regional economic development 
program. Construction is scheduled for 2023. The RAISE Project will connect to the Tippecanoe County 
READI Pilot Project - a North River Road Trail Head facility.

- A funded, in-progress Tippecanoe County MPO Active Transportation Infrastructure Project. the MPO 
Project constructs a connector trail connecting the West Lafayette Active transportation System to the 
US 52/Wabash River Bridge, Lafayette, and the WRG/RAISE Project.

Finally, the two main road corridors in the RAISE Project are planned for multi-use capability with 
broad band infrastructure located within the active transportation system’s design.

Thank you for your consideration of this important innovative and essential, regional economic 
development and Quality of Life project, the Phase Two of the Wabash River Greenway  – The North 
River Road/North 9th Street Road Active Transportation Loop Development Project. Please feel free to 
contact me if you require additional information regarding my support for the project at 317-232-9400 or 
Senator.Buchanan@iga.in.gov.

Sincerely,

Brian Buchanan
Indiana State Senator
District 7
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April 10, 2022 
 
 
Secretary Pete Buttigieg 
US Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue SE 
Washington, DC 200590                                                                                                                    
 
Re: RAISE Grant Application for Constructing Phase Two of the Wabash River Greenway – 
  The North River Road/North 9th Street Road Active Transportation System Loop Development Project. 
 
Dear Secretary Buttigieg, 
 
I am writing in enthusiastic support for the Wabash River Enhancement Corporation (WREC) FY2022 RAISE Grant 
Application for constructing Phase Two of the Wabash River Greenway – The North River Road/North 9th Street Road 
Active Transportation System Loop.  
 
WREC was formed in 2005 by three local governments (Cities of Lafayette, West Lafayette, and Tippecanoe County), and 
Purdue University to serve as the point agency for planning and implementing enhancement of the Wabash River Corridor 
in Tippecanoe County, with a long range mission to enhance the corridor in a five county region consisting of Fountain, 
Warren, Tippecanoe, Carroll, and Cass counties. WREC initially focused its corridor enhancement efforts on the 30 miles 
of the Wabash River flowing through Tippecanoe County completing comprehensive planning, acquiring strategic 
properties, conducting environmental assessment/remediation, working on improving Wabash River water quality through 
its stellar watershed program, and initiating the development phase with its first local riverfront project – construction of a 
raised walkway the Riverside Promenade in 2020.  
 
WREC has transitioned into its long range mission with the completion of the regional Wabash River Greenway (WRG) 
Corridor Master Plan which develops a 253 mile multi-modal Active Transportation System in the 90 mile river corridor 
extending through WREC’s five county mission area. WREC has worked with its regional partners to fund Phase 1 of the 
WRG through a State of Indiana regional economic development program – READI. Phase 1 consists of construction of 
five pilot projects, one in each greenway county respectively. 
 
The RAISE Project, if funded, will construct Phase 2 of the WRG, the 8+ mile, North River Road/North 9th Street Road 
Active Transportation System Loop. The first substantial section of the Greenway to be built. 
 
The Raise Project constructs active transportation infrastructure in an area completely devoid of it, and most importantly, 
connects it to the Lafayette and West Lafayette active transportation systems and the commercial and job centers they 
connect with. The Raise Project connects Lafayette, West Lafayette, and Purdue University to each other, the Wabash 
River Greenway, 7 city/county parks and Prophetstown State Park. Currently there is not a safe active transportation route 
to these regional outdoor recreation/tourism destinations. 
 
The RAISE Project builds on the strong, innovative partnerships WREC has already fostered with state and local 
governments which have resulted in:  
 
 



 
 
-  A completed (2019) INDOT US 52/Wabash River Bridge Replacement Project –WREC Plans were  
   incorporated into the INDOT plan to include a protected bike lane in the project. The RAISE Project will  
   connect to this facility. 
 
-  A funded, in-design County/INDOT N 9th Street Road /Wabash River Bridge Deck Replacement Project  
   incorporates WREC plans for a protected Bike lane. The RAISE Project will connect to this facility. 
 
 
- Four Wabash River Greenway Master Plan Pilot Projects were incorporated into the funded, Greater  
   Lafayette regional READI development plan. READI is an Indiana State regional economic development  
   program. Construction is scheduled for 2023. The RAISE Project will connect to the Tippecanoe County  
   READI Pilot Project - a North River Road Trail Head facility. 
 
The WRG and the RAISE Project specifically, generates significant direct economic development benefits, creating new 
construction jobs during the development of the project, and creating sustainable jobs through continuation of the 
development of later phases of the WRG development project. 
 
 Additionally, the WRG will create new, sustainable jobs from new/expanding greenway related businesses and services 
throughout the 90 mile, five county, greenway region through growth of outdoor recreation and tourism industry services. 
 
- A recent Indiana University Study found Indiana trail users spent $3,500/year in support of their trail use, and regional 
and out of state users spent 3 – 10 times this amount annually - through lodging, shopping and meals while visiting our 
destination trails.  
 
- National and In-state studies assessing the economic value of trails, consistently confirm that destination trails generate a 
positive turn on investment through the revenue they generate exceeding the cost to maintain them. Other National and In-
state studies looking at property values, have found that proximity of a property to a trail directly correlates to an increase in 
the value of that property. 
 
The Wabash River Greenway will be a significant and sustainable economic driver in our community, but we must 
construct it to realize these benefits. Thank you for your consideration of this important regional economic development 
and Quality of Life project: Phase Two of the Wabash River Greenway – The North River Road/North 9th Street Road Trail 
Loop Development Project. Please feel free to contact me for additional information regarding my support for this 
important project at S27@iga.in.gov or (317) 232-9875. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Sheila Klinker 
Indiana State Representative 
District 27 
 
 

 
 























Paul Grayson 
5801 Lawton Loop East Drive 

Apt. 6 
Indinanapolis, IN 46216 

April 5, 2022 

Stanton Lambert 
Executive Director 
Wabash River Enhancement Corporation 
200 North 2nd Street 
Lafayette, IN 47901 

Dear Mr. Lambert, 

Please accept this letter in support of the Wabash River Enhancement 
Corporation (WREC) FY2022 RAISE Grant Application for constructing Phase 
Two of the Wabash River Greenway (WRG).  

As the former Vice Chair of Governor’s Bicycle Trails Task Force I have a good 
understanding of the network of both existing and planned trail systems 
throughout Indiana, as well as the inherent benefits those trail systems. I also 
currently  serve on the Board of Directors of the Passage Alliance, which is a 
non-profit group working to create a network of connected trail systems to stretch 
continuously from Lake Michigan to the Ohio River.  For a number of years I also 
served as an Advisory Trustee to the Nature Conservancy of Indiana. In this 
capacity I worked with Nature Conservancy staff on a number of programs 
involving the Wabash River and it’s watershed. Professionally, and finally, I 
worked for 38 years for the Indianapolis Zoological Society, the last 25 years I 
had oversight of the IZS’ strategic and master planning, and capital project 
management.  

I recently had the opportunity to receive a briefing on Wabash River Greenway’s 
master plan.  It is a brilliant plan. In my opinion the proposed multi-modal 
transportation system is significant not just regionally, but will be an important 
model nationally for how a regional multi-modal transportation system can be 
used to address multiple issues, including: linking urban and rural communities; 
economic revitalizing of small communities; creating a sense of place; and 
enhancing the quality of life.  



The regional WRG’s planned active transportation system winds through a 
diverse cross-section of land-uses along 90 miles of the Wabash River Corridor, 
including the State designated, Wabash River State Scenic Byway, and develops 
a 253 mile looped multi-modal active transportation system, linking eight 
communities, two state parks, and Purdue University. The Greenway connects 
multiple commercial districts, residential areas, employment centers, local and 
regional parks, tourism destinations, and Purdue University. The Greenway 
region is significantly lacking in active transportation infrastructure with existing 
infrastructure existing in limited unconnected segments outside of the Lafayette-
West Lafayette active transportation systems. WREC has worked with its 
regional partners to fund Phase 1 of the WRG through a State of Indiana regional 
economic development program – READI.  

The WRG and the RAISE Project specifically, generates significant direct 
economic development benefits, creating new construction jobs during the 
development of the project, and creating sustainable jobs through continuation of 
the development of later phases of the development project. Additionally, the 
WRG will create new, sustainable jobs from new/expanding greenway related 
businesses and services throughout the 90 mile, five county, greenway region 
through growth of outdoor recreation and tourism industry services. The RAISE 
Project Area is lacking in active transportation infrastructure which this grant 
would significantly improve. 

The Wabash River Greenway will be a significant and sustainable economic 
driver but it must become a reality to reap these benefits. I enthusiastically 
support the Wabash River Enhancement Corporation’s North River Road/North 
9th Street Road Active Transportation Loop, RAISE Grant Program application, 
and request it be given full consideration for award.  

If you have any additional questions please feel free to contact me at 
Pbgrayson@sbcglobal.net 

Sincerely,  

Paul Grayson 



April 7, 2022 
 
Stanton Lambert, Executive Director  
Wabash River Enhancement Corporation  
200 North 2nd Street, Lafayette, IN 47901 

Dear Mr. Lambert,  

As a member of  Governor Holcomb’s 2020 Trails Task Force I am writing in support of 
the Wabash River Enhancement Corporation (WREC) FY2022 RAISE Grant Application 
for constructing Phase Two of the Wabash River Greenway (WRG). WREC was formed 
in 2005 by three local governments (Cities of Lafayette, West Lafayette, and 
Tippecanoe County), and Purdue University to serve as the point agency for planning 
and implementing the enhancement of the Wabash River Corridor in Tippecanoe 
County. WREC initially focused its corridor enhancement efforts on the 30 miles of the 
Wabash River flowing through Tippecanoe County. Since that beginning, WREC has 
transitioned into its long range mission with the completion of the regional WRG 
Corridor Master Plan. 

The regional WRG's planned active transportation system winds through a diverse 
cross-section of land uses along 90 miles of the Wabash River Corridor. The WRG 
includes the State designated Wabash River State Scenic Byway and develops a 253 
mile looped multi-modal active transportation system that links eight communities, two 
state parks, and Purdue University. The Greenway region is significantly lacking in 
active transportation infrastructure with existing infrastructure. WREC has worked with 
its regional partners to fund Phase 1 of the WRG through a State of Indiana regional 
economic development program - READI.  

The WRG and the RAISE Project generate significant direct economic development 
benefits by creating new construction jobs during the development of the project. 
Additionally, the WRG will create new, sustainable jobs from new/expanding greenway 
related businesses and services but we must construct it to realize these benefits. I 
enthusiastically support the WREC’s North River Road/North 9th Street Road Active 
Transportation Loop, RAISE Grant Program application, and request it be given full 
consideration for award.  

Sincerely,  
 
Vincent L. Griffin 
3820 Brigade Circle 
Carmel, Indiana 46032 
 
 









Our Mission is to be progressive in providing cost effective, community-based alternative to 
incarceration by providing intensive supervision in combination with cognitive behavioral programs 

and evidence-based practices to more efficiently encourage positive change in our participants.

Tippecanoe County Community Corrections
2800 North 9th Street Road Lafayette, IN 47904

Phone: 765‐742‐1279     Fax: 765‐423‐2896

Jason Huber
 Executive Director

Kelly Morehouse
 Deputy Director

Kim Widner
 Office Manager

Kyle Turner
 Work Release 
        Coordinator

Phil McKinnis
 Home Detention & 

Intake Coordinator  

Kathryn Medrano
 Case Manager 

Coordinator

Lisa Barnes
 Community 

Outreach & 
Training 
Coordinator 

Keyna Everett 
 Pre‐Trial 

Coordinator

Norman Henry 
 Substance Abuse 

Counselor &  
Special Programs 

        Coordinator 

 

April 11, 2022

Secretary Pete Buttigieg
US Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue SE
Washington, DC 200590                                                                                                                      
April 8, 2022

Dear Secretary Buttigieg,

The Northern Indiana Development Foundation strongly supports the Wabash River Enhancement 
Corporation (WREC), FY2022 RAISE application to construct Phase Two of the Wabash River 
Greenway - the North River Road/North 9th Street Road Active Transportation Loop 
Development Project. WREC is the regional nonprofit agency leading the development of the 
Wabash River Greenway, and the lead applicant for this grant request.

The regional Wabash River Greenway’s proposed active transportation system winds through a 
diverse cross-section of land-uses along 90 miles of the Wabash River Corridor and develops a 
253 mile looped multi-modal active transportation system, linking eight communities, two state 
parks, and Purdue University. The Greenway connects multiple commercial districts, residential 
areas, employment centers, local and regional parks, and tourism destinations. The Greenway 
region is significantly lacking in active transportation infrastructure with limited unconnected 
trails only, currently existing outside of the Lafayette and West Lafayette active transportation 
systems. Development of the Greenway’s active transportation system will serve as an economic 
catalyst towards improving quality of life for those along the trail and within the region and 
provide critically needed active transportation infrastructure for our community.

The RAISE Project will develop Phase Two of the Wabash River Greenway – the 8+ mile, North 
River Road/North 9th Street Road Active Transportation Loop. It is the first substantial 
development project of the WRG. The RAISE Project connects Lafayette, West Lafayette, Purdue 
University, three city parks, four county parks, Prophetstown State Park, multiple commercial, 
residential, and job centers, and my agency -Tippecanoe County Community Corrections.

The two main roads in the RAISE Project area are North River Road (Wabash River Scenic 
Byway) and North 9th Street Road. These roads are high volume traffic routes and separating 
bike/pedestrian traffic from vehicular traffic as planned in the RAISE Project, will facilitate 
increased use and opportunities for alternative transportation by residents and visitors. These roads 
serve as the primary connecting routes to the previously mentioned commerce, residential, and job 
centers, three city parks and four county parks and Prophetstown State Park, and my agency - 
Tippecanoe County Community Corrections.  The Tippecanoe County Community Corrections 
agency, four county parks, and Prophetstown State Park are currently not served by active 
transportation infrastructure, necessitating travel by automobile to access these essential 
community and regional destination sites. The RAISE Project will address this significant need for 
active transportation infrastructure.



Our Mission is to be progressive in providing cost effective, community-based alternative to 
incarceration by providing intensive supervision in combination with cognitive behavioral programs 

and evidence-based practices to more efficiently encourage positive change in our participants.

Tippecanoe County Community Corrections
2800 North 9th Street Road Lafayette, IN 47904

Phone: 765‐742‐1279     Fax: 765‐423‐2896

Jason Huber
 Executive Director

Kelly Morehouse
 Deputy Director

Kim Widner
 Office Manager

Kyle Turner
 Work Release 
        Coordinator

Phil McKinnis
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Kathryn Medrano
 Case Manager 

Coordinator

Lisa Barnes
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Training 
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Keyna Everett 
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Coordinator

Norman Henry 
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        Coordinator 

Specifically, the separated side path proposed along North 9th Street Road will connect to the 
active transportation systems of Lafayette and West Lafayette to provide a safe active 
transportation route between my agency, where our participant’s live and leave for work, 
education, treatment, and various other purposes, to the residential, commerce, and job centers 
located in Lafayette and West Lafayette where our clients frequent.  A majority of our clients do 
not have access to a vehicle, and most walk or ride a bike along the busy North 9th Street Road, 
which currently completed lacks active transportation infrastructure once the road leaves city 
limits. Pedestrian and bike traffic on North 9th Street is extremely dangerous for those who must 
travel it without the use of a vehicle.

Additionally, the WRG and the RAISE Project specifically, will generate significant direct 
economic development benefits, creating new construction jobs during the development phase of 
the project, and creating sustainable jobs through continuation of later phases of development of 
the WRG Project. Additionally, the WRG will create new, sustainable jobs from new/expanding 
greenway related businesses and services throughout the 90-mile, five county, greenway region 
through growth of outdoor recreation and tourism industry services. These are jobs and 
opportunities perfectly suited for entry level employment opportunities so important to our clients.

The Wabash River Greenway will be a significant and sustainable economic driver in the region, 
and most importantly, develop the critically, essential safe, active transportation system 
infrastructure our community needs, but it must be built to realize these benefits. Thank you for 
your consideration of this important regional economic development and Quality of Life project. 
Tippecanoe County Community Corrections strongly endorses Phase Two of the Wabash River 
Greenway - the North River Road/North 9th Street Road Active Transportation Loop 
Development Project. Please feel free to contact me for further information regarding our support 
at 765-742-1279 ext. 2828 or jdhuber@tippecanoe.in.gov

Sincerely,

Jason Huber
Executive Director
Tippecanoe County Community Corrections
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Economic Development Department                                                         515 Columbia Street • Lafayette, Indiana 47901-1412 
Communications & Marketing Department                                                         Phone 765-807-1090 • www.lafayette.in.gov 
 
April 6, 2022 
 
Secretary Pete Buttigieg 
US Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue SE 
Washington, DC 200590      
 
RE: Wabash River Greenway Phase Two, North River Road/North 9th Street Road Active Transportation Loop 
                                                                                                                  
Dear Secretary Buttigieg: 
 
The City of Lafayette’s Economic Development Department strongly supports the Wabash River Enhancement 
Corporation (WREC), FY2022 RAISE application to construct Phase Two of the Wabash River Greenway (WRG) 
Project, the North River Road/North 9th Street Road Active Transportation Loop. WREC is the regional nonprofit agency 
leading the development of the Wabash River Greenway, and the lead applicant for this grant request. 
 
The regional WRG’s proposed active transportation system winds through a diverse cross-section of land-uses along 90 
miles of the Wabash River Corridor, and develops a 253-mile looped multi-modal active transportation system, linking 
eight communities, two state parks, and Purdue University. The Greenway connects multiple commercial districts, 
residential areas, employment centers, local and regional parks, tourism destinations, and the University campus. The 
Greenway region is significantly lacking in active transportation infrastructure with limited unconnected trails currently 
existing outside of the Lafayette and West Lafayette active transportation systems. Development of the Greenway’s active 
transportation system will serve as an economic catalyst towards improving quality of life for those along the trail and 
within the region. 
 
The RAISE Project will develop Phase Two of the Wabash River Greenway – the 8+ mile, North River Road/North 
9th Street Road Active Transportation Loop. The RAISE Project connects Lafayette, West Lafayette, Purdue 
University, seven city/county parks, Prophetstown State Park, multiple commercial, residential, and job centers, and the 
Wabash River Scenic Byway, to provide an alternative transportation option for residents and visitors to shop, go to 
work/school, or pursue recreation opportunities.   
 
The State Park and four of the seven city/county parks connected by the RAISE Project are currently not served by active 
transportation infrastructure at all, necessitating travel by automobile to access these popular destination points. The 
RAISE Project will address this significant need for active transportation infrastructure. 
 
The WRG and the RAISE Project will generate significant direct economic development benefits, creating new 
construction jobs during the development phase of the project, and creating sustainable jobs through continuation of later 
phases of development of the WRG Project. Additionally, the WRG will create new, sustainable jobs from new/expanding 
greenway related businesses and services throughout the 90-mile, five county, greenway region through growth of outdoor 
recreation and tourism industry services. 
 
A recent Indiana University Study found Indiana trail users spent $3,500/year in support of their trail use, and regional 
and out of state users spent three to 10 times this amount annually - through lodging, shopping and meals while visiting 
our destination trails.  
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Secretary Pete Buttigieg 
US Department of Transportation 
Page 2 of 2 
 
National and In-state studies consistently confirm that destination trails generate a positive return on investment through 
the revenue they generate exceeding the cost to maintain them, while other National and in-state studies of property values 
have found that proximity to trails directly increases their value. 
 
Approximately half of the RAISE Project area is located in a USDOT identified Historically Disadvantaged Area and will 
significantly benefit from an enhanced active transportation system in their area enabling them to more easily travel to 
work and school, meet daily living needs, and visit recreation areas via safe non-motorized transportation.  
 
The Wabash River Greenway will be a significant and sustainable economic driver in our community, but we must 
construct it to realize these benefits. Thank you for your consideration of this important Regional Economic Development 
and Quality of Life project – Phase Two of the Wabash River Greenway, The North River Road/North 9th Street Road 
Active Transportation Loop. Please feel free to contact me for additional information through the contact information 
above. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Dennis H. Carson 
Director 
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Secretary Pete Buttigieg 
US Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue SE 
Washington, DC 200590                                                                                                                         April 6, 2022 
 
 
Dear Secretary Buttigieg, 
 
The Lafayette Parks and Recreation Department strongly supports the Wabash River Enhancement Corporation 
(WREC), FY2022 RAISE application to construct Phase Two of the Wabash River Greenway Project – the North 
River Road/North 9th Street Road Active Transportation Loop. WREC is the regional nonprofit agency leading the 
development of the Wabash River Greenway (WRG), and the lead applicant for this grant request. 
 
The regional WRG’s planned active transportation system winds through a diverse cross-section of land-uses 
along 90 miles of the Wabash River Corridor, including the State designated, Wabash River State Scenic Byway, 
and develops a 253 mile looped multi-modal active transportation system, linking eight communities, two state 
parks, and Purdue University. The Greenway connects multiple commercial districts, residential areas, 
employment centers, local and regional parks, regional tourism destinations, and Purdue University.  
 
The Greenway region is significantly lacking in active transportation infrastructure, with existing infrastructure 
existing in limited unconnected segments, and often is not paved, outside of the Lafayette-West Lafayette active 
transportation systems. The RAISE Project Area is completely lacking in paved active transportation 
infrastructure outside of Lafayette and West Lafayette.   
 
The RAISE Project will develop an eight mile looped active transportation section of the WRG Active 
Transportation System and directly connect the cities of Lafayette and West Lafayette and their respective 
active transportation systems, Purdue University, one Lafayette City Park, two West Lafayette City Parks, four 
county parks, one State Park, and multiple commercial, residential, and job centers. The RAISE Project will 
develop a section of the Indiana Department of Natural Resources State Visionary Trail System, connect to, and 
enhance a National Park Service National Recreation Trail – the Wabash River Heritage Trail (the section outside 
of the Lafayette/West Lafayette is unpaved) 
 
  
The RAISE Project will be anchored in Lafayette by our 350 acre McAllister Regional Park with the existing North 
9th Street Trail along its east border receiving much needed traffic safety and ADA accessibility improvements. 
The RAISE Project, proposed McAllister Park/Mascoutin Park (West Lafayette) Bike/Pedestrian Bridge swill 
connect the communities and their active transportation systems with a safe, accessible route for residents and 
Purdue students living in Lafayette (especially the north end of Lafayette and its significant student population).  
Currently, Purdue University students opting to walk or bike to school from Lafayette must use the existing 



Harrison vehicular bridge with its insufficient and unprotected pedestrian facilities. While the Wabash River is an 
iconic, natural feature in our community it has long acted as a barrier between our communities. The RAISE 
Project will eliminate this barrier and join our communities to dramatically increase the accessibility between 
our communities, and to the Wabash River.  
 
 
 
The RAISE Project also builds on the strong, innovative partnerships WREC has already fostered with state and 
local governments which have resulted in:  
 
-  A completed (2019) INDOT US 52/Wabash River Bridge Replacement Project –WREC Plans were  
   incorporated into the INDOT plan to include a protected bike lane in the project. The RAISE Project will  
   connect to this facility. 
 
-  A funded, in-design County/INDOT N 9th Street Road /Wabash River Bridge Deck Replacement Project  
   incorporates WREC plans for a protected Bike lane. The RAISE Project will connect to this facility. 
 
- Four Wabash River Greenway Master Plan Pilot Projects were incorporated into the funded, Greater  
   Lafayette Regional, READI Development Project. READI is an Indiana State regional economic  
   development program. Construction is scheduled for 2023. The RAISE Project will connect to the  
   Tippecanoe County READI WRG Pilot Project - a North River Road Trail Head facility. 
 
- A funded, in-progress Tippecanoe County MPO Active Transportation Infrastructure Project connecting  
  the West Lafayette Active transportation System to the US 52/Wabash River Bridge, Lafayette, and the  
  WRG RAISE Project. 
 
Two complimentary, pending State of Indiana Next Level Trails Grant Projects, if funded, will connect to the 
RAISE Project, these pending projects consist of: 
 
-  A WREC/ City of Lafayette Sagamore Parkway (SP) Connector Trail - The SP Bridge- N. 9th Street Trail. 
 
-  A Tippecanoe County Park, Bicentennial Park Access Trail Project.  
 
The Lafayette Park and Recreation Department enthusiastically supports the Wabash River Enhancement 
Corporation’s FY2022 RAISE application to construct Phase Two of the Wabash River Greenway – the North 
River Road/North 9th Street Road Active Transportation Loop Development Project. We request that the 
project and application be given full consideration for award. Please feel free to contact me for additional 
information regarding our support at 765.807.1503 or claufman@lafayette.in.gov 
 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Claudine Laufman 
Superintendent of Parks and Recreation 
Lafayette County Park and Recreation Department 
 
 

mailto:claufman@lafayette.in.gov
























 

Stanton Lambert 
Executive Director  
Wabash River Enhancement Corporation  
200 North 2nd Street, Lafayette, IN 47901                                                                                         April 8, 2022 
 
Re: Wabash River Greenway Phase II Development Project - 
       North River Road/North 9th Street Road Active Transportation System Loop 
 
 
Dear Mr. Lambert,  
 
 
As the owner of the electric bike shop eBoom Electric Bikes, I am writing in support of the Wabash River 
Enhancement Corporation (WREC) FY2022 RAISE Grant Application for constructing Phase Two of the 
Wabash River Greenway (WRG). WREC was formed in 2005 by three local governments (Cities of 
Lafayette, West Lafayette, and Tippecanoe County), and Purdue University to serve as the point agency 
for planning and implementing the enhancement of the Wabash River Corridor in Tippecanoe County. 
WREC initially focused its corridor enhancement efforts on the 30 miles of the Wabash River flowing 
through Tippecanoe County. Since that beginning, WREC has transitioned into its long range mission 
with the completion of the regional WRG Corridor Master Plan. 
 
The regional WRG's planned active transportation system winds through a diverse cross-section of land 
uses along 90 miles of the Wabash River Corridor. The WRG includes the State designated Wabash River 
State Scenic Byway and develops a 253 mile looped multi-modal active transportation system that links 
eight communities, two state parks, and Purdue University. The Greenway region is significantly lacking 
in active transportation infrastructure with existing infrastructure. WREC has worked with its regional 
partners to fund Phase 1 of the WRG through a State of Indiana regional economic development 
program - READI.  
 
The WRG and the RAISE Project generates significant direct economic development benefits by creating 
new construction jobs during the development of the project. Additionally, the WRG will create new, 
sustainable jobs from new/expanding greenway related businesses and services but we must construct 
it to realize these benefits. I enthusiastically support the WREC’s North River Road/North 9th Street 
Road Active Transportation Loop, RAISE Grant Program application, and request it be given full 
consideration for award.  
 
Sincerely,  
 
Lee Ann McKay 
Owner 
E BOOM  





Stanton Lambert 
Executive Director 
Wabash River Enhancement Corporation 
200 North 2nd Street 
Lafayette, IN 47901                                                                                                                              April 8, 2022 
 

Dear Mr. Lambert,  

As an avid bicyclist and an employee in the WREC area, I am writing in support of the Wabash River 
Enhancement Corporation (WREC) FY2022 RAISE Grant Application for constructing Phase Two of the 
Wabash River Greenway (WRG). WREC was formed in 2005 by three local governments (Cities of 
Lafayette, West Lafayette, and Tippecanoe County), and Purdue University to serve as the point agency 
for planning and implementing the enhancement of the Wabash River Corridor in Tippecanoe County. 
WREC initially focused its corridor enhancement efforts on the 30 miles of the Wabash River flowing 
through Tippecanoe County. Since that beginning, WREC has transitioned into its long range mission 
with the completion of the regional WRG Corridor Master Plan. 

The vision demonstrated by the WRG Master Plan will be a major asset for not only the area residents 
but will attract many people from all over Indiana and beyond. The entire area will benefit from 
significant tourism and economic development. Additionally, as the Greenway region is significantly 
lacking in active transportation infrastructure with existing infrastructure this RAISE grant will provide a 
major boost in helping to create a 253 mile looped multi-modal active transportation system that links 
eight communities, two state parks, and Purdue University.  

The WRG and the RAISE Project generate significant direct economic development benefits by creating 
new construction jobs during the development of the project. Additionally, the WRG will create new, 
sustainable jobs from new/expanding greenway related businesses and services but we must construct 
it to realize these benefits. I enthusiastically support the WREC’s North River Road/North 9th Street 
Road Active Transportation Loop, RAISE Grant Program application, and request it be given full 
consideration for award. 

Sincerely, 
 
Dan Meyer 
Zionsville, IN 
Cyclist 
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